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Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 
 
It has been another busy and positive week at St John Fisher as we continue to establish routines and build  

momentum across the school. It has been particularly pleasing to see students responding so well to the  

expectations of the new academic year and embracing the many opportunities available to them. 

 

This week has marked an important milestone with students returning their homework booklets for the first time 

following the introduction of our new homework approach. It has been encouraging to see students engaging with 

their homework and beginning to take greater responsibility for their learning beyond the classroom. Establishing 

positive habits around homework is an important part of supporting our students to become confident and  

independent learners, and we look forward to seeing this develop throughout the year. 

 

We have also enjoyed a range of enrichment opportunities this week. Students had the opportunity to hear from a 

visiting scientist, providing an exciting insight into the world of science and helping to bring learning beyond the 

classroom to life. Our programme of after-school activities is also continuing to develop, with students taking part in 

a variety of opportunities to pursue their interests, develop new skills and enjoy activities beyond the school day.  

 

We were also delighted to see students who took part in our Lourdes pilgrimage earlier this year come together for a 

reunion. Meeting again provided a lovely opportunity for students to reconnect, share memories and reflect on the 

experiences and friendships created during the pilgrimage. It was wonderful to see the bonds formed during Lourdes 

continuing beyond the trip and to celebrate what was such a meaningful experience for our students. 

 

Looking ahead, next week is an important one for St John Fisher as we welcome prospective Year 7 students and 

their families to our Year 7 Open Evening on 23 September. This is a wonderful opportunity for families to visit our 

school, meet our staff and students, experience our facilities and learn more about life at St John Fisher. We are very 

much looking forward to welcoming our visitors and showcasing the many opportunities available to our students. 

 

As we move further into the term, our focus remains on ensuring that every student feels a strong sense of  

belonging and is able to make the very best progress, both academically and personally. We want our students to 

grow in confidence, character and faith, while developing the knowledge, skills and values they need to flourish. 

 

Thank you, as always, to our staff for their continued care, dedication and commitment, and to our parents and  

carers for your ongoing support. It is encouraging to see such a positive sense of energy across the school, and I look 

forward to seeing this continue as the term progresses. 

 

 

Mr K Mackey 
Headteacher  
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, 11th September 2026 
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Our Virtues 

 

 

Virtue in the Spotlight next week 

Next week the virtue in the spotlight will be HONESTY. 
 
 
We are truthful to ourselves and others, and our words match our 
actions.   

 

What one thing do we need to improve on next week? 
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Celebrating Our Achievers 

Lights, Camera, Action!   

 
We are incredibly proud to share some exciting news about 

one of our talented Year 7 pupils, MB, who has been offered 

the fantastic opportunity to film with Channel 4! 

 

MB has recently completed filming for Army of Shadows and 

has also been offered the opportunity to appear in the  

popular series Waterloo Road. 

 

This is an incredible achievement and a wonderful opportunity 

for MB to develop her skills and gain valuable experience 

within the world of television and film. 

 

We are so proud of her and can’t wait to see where this  

exciting journey takes her. Well done, MB!  

A Special Thank You 

 

We would like to say a huge thank you to our Head Boy PH 

and Deputy Head Boy RS for giving our guests a tour of the 

school earlier this week. 

 

They were professional, informative and incredibly  

welcoming, representing our school with confidence and 

pride.  

 

It was wonderful to see them engaging so positively with our 

guests and demonstrating the excellent young people we 

have in our school community. 

 

Thank you both for being such fantastic ambassadors for our 

school. You should both be very proud of yourselves. 

Inspiring the Next Generation of Scientists 

This week, a group of Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 scientists had the privilege of welcoming guest speaker Professor Bill McCaffrey, 

Emeritus Chair in Earth Sciences at the University of Leeds. 

 

Professor McCaffrey spoke to students about his career journey, personal achievements and experiences in the field of Earth 

Sciences. He also shared valuable transferable skills, lessons and insights to help inspire students as they consider their future 

educational and career pathways. 

 

The visit provided an invaluable opportunity for students to gain first-hand insight into the progression from school to  

university and the wide range of careers available through studying science. Professor McCaffrey was particularly impressed by 

the enthusiasm of our students, with many staying behind after the talk to ask thoughtful and detailed questions about  

pursuing opportunities within STEM fields. 

 

We would like to thank Professor McCaffrey for taking the time to share his expertise and inspire the next generation of  

scientists. 
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Lourdes Reunion 

The students and staff who attended the Lourdes pilgrimage at the end of the last academic year had the opportunity to attend 
the Lourdes 2026 Reunion on Tuesday. 
 
The whole Youth Section reunited for an afternoon of fun, fellowship, sharing, prayer and reminiscing. The afternoon began with 
Mass together at Corpus Christi Church, where Fr Marc Pitson spoke about how we can live our daily lives in a new way, having 
experienced the peace, joy and service of our time in Lourdes. 
 
We then headed into the College Hall for some fun and games, followed by testimonies about the impact Lourdes has had on 
our lives. The afternoon ended with everyone watching the adverts that had been created as part of our school challenge for 
Lourdes. 
 
Our students had a fantastic time, and it was so wonderful to be sitting in a sea of Yellows again, remembering our wonderful 

week in Lourdes — if a little emotional! Everyone in attendance agreed that they would love to return to Lourdes! 

We are delighted our A Level Geography students will be representing St John Fisher at the Bloxham Sustainability Challenge 

National Launch Conference: Real Places, Real Decisions at the Royal Geographical Society in London. 

 

This exciting opportunity will allow students to engage with contemporary geographical issues, hear from leading academics 

and researchers, and explore how geographical knowledge informs real-world decision-making.  

 

Following the conference, students will produce a report to share their learning and will enter a national competition, with 

their work also contributing towards their Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). 

 

We wish them the very best of luck! 

Geography in Action: Our Students Take on the Sustainability Challenge 
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A Fantastic Start to School Sport! 

It has been a fantastic week for sport at school, with great numbers getting involved across our sessions. 
 
Girls Rugby got off to a brilliant start on Monday, with an excellent turnout for the first training session. It was  
fantastic to see students getting stuck in and giving rugby a go.  
 
All abilities are welcome — whether you’re completely new to rugby or already have experience, there’s a place for 
everyone. 
 
Meanwhile, Football has also had a fantastic start, with an impressive 58 students turning up for the first session. The 
enthusiasm and energy on the pitch made for a great afternoon, and we’re looking forward to seeing plenty more 
students getting involved. 
 
A huge well done to everyone who took part!  
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Important Information 

 

Regular attendance gives students the best opportunity to succeed academically, socially and personally. Being in 
school every day supports learning, friendships, wellbeing and a strong sense of belonging. 
 
We ask all students to aim for at least 96% attendance. If your child is absent, please notify school by 8:00am each 
day via Class Charts, 01924 527000 (Option 1), or attendance@stjohnfisher.org.uk. 
 
Students should be in form by 8:40am. If your child arrives late, please contact the Attendance Office with the  
reason and expected arrival time. Where possible, please arrange medical and other appointments outside school 
hours. 
 
As part of our safeguarding procedures, we will contact parents if a student is absent from registration without prior 
notification. 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the 702 students who achieved 100% attendance this week!  

Your commitment and dedication are truly commendable. 

As part of our arrangements for the new academic year, we are introducing a number of dates when school will 
close to pupils at 12.55pm, following Period 2. These early closures will allow us to hold important staff training and 
development sessions, as well as our Sixth Form and Year 7 Open Evenings. 
 
The dates for the academic year are: 

• Wednesday 23 September 2026– Year 7 Open Evening 

• Thursday 15 October 2026 – Sixth Form Open Evening 

• Thursday 26 November 2026- Staff Training  

• Tuesday 12 January 2026– Staff Training 

• Thursday 4 March  2026– Staff Training 

• Tuesday 20 April 2026– Staff Training 

• Thursday 24 June 2026 – Staff Training 
 
We recognise that an earlier school finish may require families to make alternative arrangements, and we are 
providing support for students on these days. Students who are eligible for Free School Meals will be able to access 
their lunch allowance at break time. A grab bag can also be collected by eligible students when they leave school at 
12.55pm. 
 
We hope that providing these dates well in advance will help families to plan accordingly. These sessions are an  
important part of our commitment to ongoing staff development and ensuring that our staff have the time and  
opportunities needed to continue to provide the very best for our students. 

Attendance Matters 

Attendance Champions This Week 
Top Year Group: Year 7 — 96.33% 

Top Form Classes: 7E — 98.8% 
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FREE School Meals  

What’s on the menu next week?  
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Year 7 Open Evening  
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Batley Torchlight Procession 


