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Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 

As we reach the end of another busy and rewarding week at St John Fisher, I continue to be 
proud of the enthusiasm, commitment and character our students demonstrate in all aspects 
of school life.

This week, we were delighted to welcome prospective students and their families to our Sixth 
Form Open Evening. It was a valuable opportunity to showcase the courses, opportunities and 
pathways available to our young people as they consider their next steps beyond Year 11. 
Thank you to all staff and students who helped make the evening a success and gave our 
visitors such a positive insight into life at St John Fisher Sixth Form. 

We also came together for our Year 10 Mass, providing an important opportunity for reflection, 
prayer and community. Moments such as these remind us of the importance of our Catholic 
faith and the values of respect, service and compassion that underpin life at St John Fisher. 

Next week marks the final week of term, and there is still plenty to look forward to. We will be 
welcoming parents, carers and students into school for our Year 11 Aspirations Evening. This is 
an important opportunity for families to work alongside staff to explore future pathways, 
discuss ambitions and consider the choices available as our Year 11 students prepare for the 
next stage of their education. Strong partnerships between home and school play a vital role in 
helping young people make informed decisions, build confidence and achieve positive 
outcomes. I would strongly encourage all Year 11 families to attend and take advantage of this 
opportunity to plan for the future together. 

We are also looking forward to welcoming visitors from The University of Texas El Paso, who will 
deliver a performance for our Year 7 and Year 8 students. This promises to be an exciting 
opportunity for our younger pupils to experience something different, broaden their horizons 
and engage with a new cultural and educational experience. 

As we approach the half-term break, I would like to thank our staff, students, parents and 
carers for their continued support and contribution to our school community. I remain 
incredibly proud of what our students achieve and of the positive relationships that help them 
flourish, both academically and personally.

I hope you enjoy reading this week’s newsletter and celebrating the many achievements, 
experiences and opportunities that continue to make St John Fisher such a special place to 
learn and grow.

Mr K Mackey 
Headteacher 

Friday, 16th October 2026
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Virtue in the Spotlight next week

We overcome our fears and do 
things that are difficult. 

We are truthful to ourselves and others, 
and our words match our actions.

We recognise other people’s worth 
and care for our environment. 

We look for ways to help others. We give people another chance after 
they have done something wrong.

We trust God and are guided by 
faith in all we do.  

Our Virtues

Next week the virtue in the spotlight will be 
COURAGE.

We overcome our fears and do things that 
are difficult. 

What fear do we hold that we need to 
overcome?
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Celebrating Our Achievers

and prepare for the next chapter of their educational 
journey!

Sixth Form Represents St John Fisher at Get 
Inspired Event

We were delighted to represent St John Fisher Sixth 
Form at the Get Inspired event at Batley Town Hall, 
where we showcased our A Level courses and the 
opportunities available to students from the local 
community. 

Our Sixth Form students were outstanding 
ambassadors for the school, engaging confidently 
with prospective students and their families, sharing 
their own experiences and highlighting the many 
opportunities available at St John Fisher. Their 
enthusiasm and professionalism helped to give 
visitors a valuable insight into life in our Sixth Form.

The event also provided an excellent opportunity for 
our students to develop their communication and 
networking skills, while demonstrating the 
confidence, maturity and pride they bring to 
representing our school.

Sixth Form Students Explore Future Careers at 
Elland Road

Our Year 12 and Year 13 students recently attended a 
careers fair at Leeds United’s Elland Road, exploring a 
wide range of opportunities for life beyond Sixth Form.

Students spoke with representatives from a variety of 
universities about courses and progression routes, 
while also meeting leading employers, including 
KPMG, to learn more about career options and 
apprenticeship opportunities.

The visit also included informative seminars, helping 
students develop their understanding of the UCAS 
application process and the different pathways 
available to them. 

It was a valuable experience, encouraging our students 
to think ambitiously about their futures and take 
confident steps towards their next stage of education 
or employment.
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St John Fisher Scholarship Team Secure Impressive Cup 
Win

The students who expressed an interest in attending the visit before the summer break 
have now been selected to take part in the Geography Crandale Trip from 11-13 June 
2027.  A payment plan will be set up on ParentPay in the coming weeks. Further 
information regarding trip arrangements, will be shared with families shortly.

Congratulations to the St John Fisher Scholarship Team, who secured an impressive 3–0 
victory in their cup match against a very strong side who reached the national final last 
year. 

The team delivered an outstanding performance, demonstrating excellent skill, 
determination and teamwork throughout the match. There were also some exceptional 
individual performances, highlighting the talent and commitment within the squad.

This is a fantastic result against such high-quality opposition, and we are incredibly 
proud of all the students involved. Well done, team!

Year 8 Geography Residential Trip
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Important Diary Dates

Regular attendance gives students the best opportunity to succeed academically, socially and 
personally. Being in school every day supports learning, friendships, wellbeing and a strong 
sense of belonging. 
 
We ask all students to aim for at least 96% attendance. If your child is absent, please notify 
school by 8:00am each day via Class Charts, telephone 01924 527000 (Option 1), or email -  
attendance@stjohnfisher.org.uk. 
 
Students should be in form by 8:40am. If your child arrives late, please contact the Attendance 
Office with the  reason and expected arrival time. Where possible, please arrange medical and 
other appointments outside school hours. 
 
As part of our safeguarding procedures, we will contact parents if a student is absent from 
registration without prior notification.

Congratulations to the 658 students who achieved 100% attendance this week!
Your commitment and dedication is truly commendable. 

Attendance Matters 

Attendance Champions This Week
Top Year Group: Year 7 – 91.05 %

Top Form Class: 7E – 96%

Term Dates Staff Training Dates Early Closures 

Monday 26th October – Friday 30th 
October 2026

Friday 27th November 2026 Thursday 26th November 2026

Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 
1st January 2027

Monday 19th July 2027 Tuesday 12th January 2027

Monday 15th February – Friday 19th 
February 2027

Tuesday 20th July 2027 Thursday 4th March 2027

Friday 26th March – Friday 9th April 
2027

Wednesday 21st July 2027 Tuesday 20th April 2027

Monday 31st May -  Friday 4th June 
2027

Thursday 24th June 2027

Last day of term – Wednesday 21st July 
2026

• 19th October - El Paso Texas University performance 
• 22nd October - Year 11 Aspirations evening 
• 23rd October – Final day of term 
• 5th November – Year 13 Parents evening 
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What’s on the menu next week?

FREE Breakfast
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