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Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 

As we reach the end of another busy and rewarding half-term at St John Fisher, I would like to 
take this opportunity to reflect on some of the experiences that have enriched school life this 
week and to thank our whole school community for its continued support.

This week, we were delighted to welcome students from The University of Texas at El Paso, who 
delivered a musical performance for our Year 7 and Year 8 students. It was a fantastic 
opportunity for our younger pupils to experience something different, enjoy live music and 
engage with a new cultural and educational experience. We are grateful to our visitors for 
sharing their talents with us and providing such a memorable experience for our students.

We also came together for our Trust Mass, an important opportunity to reflect on our Catholic 
faith and the values that unite us as a school community. Moments of shared prayer and 
worship remind us of the importance of faith, compassion, service and supporting one another 
in all that we do.

As we break up for the half-term holiday, I would like to thank our staff, students, parents and 
carers for their hard work, commitment and contribution throughout the first term of the 
academic year. I hope everyone enjoys a restful and well-deserved break, taking the 
opportunity to spend time with family and friends and return refreshed for the weeks ahead.
We look forward to welcoming students back to school on Monday 2 November, ready for 
another half-term of learning, achievement and opportunity. 

Looking ahead, we will be holding our Year 13 Parents’ Evening after the break. This will be an 
important opportunity for parents and carers to meet with staff, discuss progress and consider 
the next steps as our students continue to work towards their academic goals and future 
pathways. We encourage all Year 13 families to engage with this opportunity and work in 
partnership with us to support students in achieving their full potential.

As always, I remain incredibly proud of our students and the enthusiasm, determination and 
character they demonstrate in school each day. I hope you enjoy reading this week’s newsletter 
and celebrating the many achievements and experiences that make St John Fisher such a 
special place to learn and grow.

I wish all our families a safe, happy and restful half-term break.

Mr K Mackey 
Headteacher 

Friday, 23rd October 2026
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Virtue in the Spotlight after Half Term

We overcome our fears and do 
things that are difficult. 

We are truthful to ourselves and others, 
and our words match our actions.

We recognise other people’s worth 
and care for our environment. 

We look for ways to help others. We give people another chance after 
they have done something wrong.

We trust God and are guided by 
faith in all we do.  

Our Virtues

After half term the virtue in the spotlight will 
be HONESTY.

We are truthful to ourselves and others, 
and our words match our actions. 

We do what we say we will do.
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Blessed Chiara Badano Catholic Education Trust Feast Day

We were delighted to come together with schools from across the Diocese to celebrate 
the Blessed Chiara Badano Catholic Education Trust Feast Day, marking an important 
milestone as the Bishop Konstant Catholic Academy Trust (BKCAT) and the Blessed Peter 
Snow Catholic Academy Trust (BPS) unite to form our new Trust.

This special celebration brought together representatives from all 44 schools, including 
staff, pupils, clergy and members of the Central Team, in a wonderful expression of faith, 
unity and community. St John Fisher was proudly represented by our student leaders, 
Lourdes students and altar servers, who demonstrated great respect and reverence 
throughout the occasion.

To enable all pupils to share in this significant moment, a Trust-wide liturgy video was 
shown across the family of schools, reaching approximately 14,500 pupils from 
Reception to Year 13. The video included an introduction and Gospel reading from 
Bishop Marcus, together with a liturgy, providing a powerful opportunity for collective 
worship and reflection.

Our new Trust takes inspiration from Blessed Chiara Badano, whose faith, courage, joy 
and compassion continue to inspire us. Her example reminds us of the importance of 
placing Christ at the heart of all we do and living out our faith through kindness, hope and 
service to others.

As we begin this exciting new chapter, we look forward to strengthening our partnerships, 
learning from one another and continuing to provide every young person with 
opportunities to flourish in faith, knowledge and understanding.

One family of schools, united in faith and inspired by Blessed Chiara Badano.
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Introducing Arbor: Our New School App

We are preparing to move to Arbor, our new Management Information System, to make 
accessing important student information and communicating with school easier and 
more convenient for parents and carers. 

The first stage of the transition will begin in the week commencing Monday 2 November, 
following the half-term break. During this period, attendance information will temporarily 
be unavailable through ClassCharts while we complete the migration and necessary 
testing. However, behaviour information will remain available as normal, and parents and 
carers should continue to report student absences through ClassCharts, following our 
usual attendance procedures. 

Once the migration and testing are complete, our aim is to bring attendance information, 
behaviour updates and communication with school together in the Arbor App. This will 
provide families with one convenient platform to access key information and keep in 
touch with us.

We will share further details, guidance and the launch date for the Arbor App as soon as 
these are confirmed.

Thank you for your patience and understanding as we make this important change. We 
look forward to the benefits Arbor will bring to our school community, helping us to 
communicate more efficiently and keep families informed.

We are aware that a small number of students have experienced issues with trousers 
splitting at the seams. We have discussed this matter with Smart Uniform, and they have 
agreed to replace any trousers affected by this issue free of charge.

If you experience this issue, please return the item to Smart Uniforms in Dewsbury or 
Batley for an exchange.

The team at Smart Uniform are happy to assist with any sizing concerns and we would 
encourage parents to speak to them in the first instance.

Alternatively, the school has a range of trouser sizes available for students to try on 
before visiting the store. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can provide any 
further assistance.

School Uniform Reminder
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Celebrating Our Achievers

and prepare for the next chapter of their educational 
journey!

A Musical Visit from Texas! 
We were delighted to welcome 
university students from El Paso, 
Texas, to our school for a special 
musical visit with our Year 7 and Year 
8 pupils.

The visitors shared their musical 
talents through a fantastic live 
performance, giving our pupils the 
opportunity to experience music from 
another part of the world and learn 
more about different cultures and 
traditions.

It was a wonderful opportunity to 
bring music, learning and cultural 
exchange together, creating an 
engaging and memorable experience 
for our pupils.

A huge thank you to our visitors for 
sharing their time and talents with us. 
We hope you enjoyed your visit to the 
UK as much as we enjoyed 
welcoming you to our school! 

Congratulations, Miss Farrington!

A huge congratulations to Miss Farrington on 
completing the Yorkshire Marathon. Taking on 
the challenge of a marathon requires months of 
dedication, determination and perseverance, 
and we are incredibly proud of her 
achievement.

Miss Farrington’s commitment and resilience 
are an inspiration to our students and school 
community. 

Well done on this fantastic accomplishment!
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Celebrating Our Achievers

and prepare for the next chapter of their educational 
journey!

Celebrating Community Spirit 

A huge congratulations to one of our pupils who has been awarded the Louise Rush Award – 
Junior Volunteer of the Year by Batley ARLFC. 

Playing for the club’s Under-15s, this pupil has become the first-ever recipient of this special 
award, recognising the dedication and commitment shown in supporting both the club and the 
wider community.

From helping at club events and supporting local activities to lending a hand with jobs around 
the field, your willingness to get involved and help others has truly made a difference.

It is wonderful to see such a positive example of teamwork, kindness and community spirit being 
recognised. These are qualities we are incredibly proud to celebrate in our school community.

Well done on this fantastic and well-deserved achievement!  

Celebrating Our Pupils’ Achievements! 

A huge well done to one of our pupils who recently took part in an 
ice skating competition in Blackburn!

It’s wonderful to see our pupils pursuing their passions and 
showing such dedication, commitment and determination as they 
develop their skills.

We are delighted to celebrate this achievement and wish you every 
success with your skating journey.

Well done on a fantastic achievement! 
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Thank You to Mrs Fiddler and the SVP Group

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Mrs Fiddler and our SVP Group for 
taking the time to show their appreciation for staff across the school at the end of term.

The group kindly provided a wonderful selection of homemade cakes, along with tea and 
coffee, as a thank you for the hard work, dedication and commitment shown by staff 
throughout the term. It was a thoughtful gesture that was greatly appreciated and 
enjoyed by all.

Their kindness and generosity helped create a lovely opportunity for colleagues to come 
together, take a well-deserved break and celebrate another successful term.

Thank you, Mrs Fiddler and the SVP Group, for your support, thoughtfulness and for 
helping to make the end of term so special.
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Important Diary Dates

Regular attendance gives students the best opportunity to succeed academically, socially and 
personally. Being in school every day supports learning, friendships, wellbeing and a strong 
sense of belonging. 
 
We ask all students to aim for at least 96% attendance. If your child is absent, please notify 
school by 8:00am each day via Class Charts, telephone 01924 527000 (Option 1), or email -  
attendance@stjohnfisher.org.uk. 
 
Students should be in form by 8:40am. If your child arrives late, please contact the Attendance 
Office with the  reason and expected arrival time. Where possible, please arrange medical and 
other appointments outside school hours. 
 
As part of our safeguarding procedures, we will contact parents if a student is absent from 
registration without prior notification.

Congratulations to the 633 students who achieved 100% attendance this week!
Your commitment and dedication is truly commendable. 

Attendance Matters 

Attendance Champions This Week
Top Year Group: Year 7 – 88.95 %

Top Form Class: 7E – 95.60%

Term Dates Staff Training Dates Early Closures 

Monday 26th October – Friday 30th 
October 2026

Friday 27th November 2026 Thursday 26th November 2026

Monday 21st December 2026 – Friday 
1st January 2027

Monday 19th July 2027 Tuesday 12th January 2027

Monday 15th February – Friday 19th 
February 2027

Tuesday 20th July 2027 Thursday 4th March 2027

Friday 26th March – Friday 9th April 
2027

Wednesday 21st July 2027 Tuesday 20th April 2027

Monday 31st May -  Friday 4th June 
2027

Thursday 24th June 2027

Last day of term – Wednesday 21st July 
2026

• 5th November – Year 13 Parents evening 
• 10th November – Revelation 
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What’s on the menu after half term?

FREE Breakfast
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